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Posted on Governor’s Website on March 9th, 2025 
 

“Governor Hochul Issues Burn Ban for Long Island, New York City, and Parts of 

the Hudson Valley; Read Proclamation Here 
State of Emergency Declared To Prioritize Deployment of Ground and Air 
Support for Immediate Fire Suppression 

Eight Helicopters on Standby Today to Support Firefighting Mission 
Four New York National Guard Helicopters Conducted 88 Water Drops Totaling 
More than 24,000 Gallons on Saturday 

State Emergency Operations Center Activated; Office of Fire Prevention and 
Control Establishes Fire Operations Center, and Activates Fire Mobilization and 
Mutual Aid Plan 

Strong Winds and Dry Weather to Continue Sunday into Monday 
Governor Kathy Hochul today provided an update on the brush fires in Suffolk 
County that began Saturday afternoon. Based on the ongoing increase in fire risk 

from gusty winds and lower relative humidity, Governor Hochul has directed the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to implement 
an immediate burn ban for Long Island, New York City, and parts of the Hudson 

Valley until the annual statewide ban on residential brush burning takes effect on 
March 16. 
“New Yorkers are facing increased wildfire risks due to the combination of dry 

conditions and strong winds,” Governor Hochul said. “As we work tirelessly to 
combat the fires in Suffolk County, we must all do our part to prevent further 
damage. I have issued an immediate burn ban across Long Island, New York 

City, and parts of the Hudson Valley to protect our communities, and our state 
resources are fully mobilized to support fire suppression efforts.” 
Counties in the multi-regional burn ban include: Long Island, New York City, and 

parts of the Hudson Valley until the annual statewide ban on residential brush 
burning takes effect on March 16. Counties include: Nassau, Suffolk, Richmond, 
Kings, Queens, Bronx, New York, Westchester, Putnam, Orange, Rockland, 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/govkathyhochul
https://x.com/govkathyhochul
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/03.09.25_Proclamation_High_Fire-Danger_Risk.pdf


Dutchess, and Ulster. The multi-regional burn ban prohibits the starting of 
outdoor fires for purposes of brush and debris disposal, as well as uncontained 

campfires, and open fires used for cooking. Backyard fire pits and contained 
campfires less than three feet in height and four feet in length, width, or diameter 
are allowed, as are small, contained cooking fires. For more information about 

the annual ban on residential brush burning taking effect March 16 and tips about 
fire safety and prevention, visit DEC's FIREWISE New York webpage. 
Dry conditions continued today. Relative humidity is expected to rise back up 

through the 40s to more than 50 percent tonight and temperatures will slowly fall 
to the lower 40s. 
On Saturday, the Governor declared a State of Emergency in Suffolk County to 

prioritize the deployment of ground and air support to assist with fire suppression. 
At the Governor’s direction, the New York National Guard has four helicopters 
performing water drops, and a C-130 is supporting aerial monitoring. On 

Saturday, the helicopters flew 88 missions, dropping 24,200 gallons of water on 
the fires. Additionally, the New York State Office of Fire Prevention and Control 
has opened the State Fire Operations Center and activated the state’s Fire 

Mobilization and Mutual Aid Plan to support any resource requests from local fire 
departments. 
New York State Agencies’ Response 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
DEC Forest Rangers and emergency management and operations personnel are 
on scene, coordinating with West Hampton Incident Command on firefighting 

efforts and potential aviation bucket drops. Rangers are on the ground to assess 
impacted areas and help fight the fire and are working with DEC Operations 
crews to enhance fire containment with heavy equipment mobilization. The fire 

spread from Suffolk County parkland yesterday to the Westhampton Dwarf Pine 
Plains Pine Barrens State Forest. For more information about fire safety and 
prevention, visit DEC's FIREWISE New York webpage. 

The New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services 
Agency staff are on site in Suffolk County to support local response activities and 

the State Emergency Operation Center was activated on Saturday. In addition, 
the Office of Fire Prevention and Control has opened their Fire Operation Center, 
and the New York Fire Mobilization and Mutual Aid Plan has been activated for 

any potential requests from Suffolk County. 
The Division’s Office of Emergency Management is in contact with their local 
counterparts and is prepared to facilitate requests for assistance. State stockpiles 

are ready to deploy emergency response assets and supplies as needed. 
The Office of Interoperable and Emergency Communications also remains on 
alert and is prepared to support requests for emergency communications 

support. 
New York State Department of Transportation 
The State Department of Transportation is providing two bulldozers, two 

operators and a supervisor to assist with ongoing cleanup efforts in Suffolk 
County. 

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/air-quality/open-burning
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/wildfires/firewise-new-york
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/wildfires/firewise-new-york


Division of Military and Naval Affairs 
Today, the New York National Guard will have eight helicopters on standby for 

firefighting missions. 
Five helicopters, three UH-60M Black Hawks and two CH-47F Chinook 
helicopters – will be on standby at the Army Aviation Support Facility at Long 

Island MacArthur Airport. 
The CH-47s are normally based in Rochester. They can carry firefighting buckets 
holding up to 2,000 gallons of water. The buckets employed by the Black Hawks 

carry 660 gallons of water. 
Another three UH-60M Black Hawks will be on standby at Albany International 
Airport. 

On March 8, three UH-60M Black Hawk Army National Guard helicopters and 
one HH-60W Jolly Green II Air Guard helicopter flew 44 drop missions during the 
day. 

The Army National Guard helicopters, based in Ronkonkoma flew 16 drop 
missions. The Air National Guard helicopter based right next to the fire at F.S. 
Gabreski Air National Guard Base, flew 28 drop missions. 

Two New York Air National Guard HC-130 Combat King II search and rescue 
aircraft flew for 9 hours acting as an airborne command and control station during 
the missions. 

This morning the National Guard helicopters are on standby. 
New York State Police 
New York State Police Unmanned Aerial System “drone” teams are providing live 

monitoring of the fires. Other State Police Aviation assets are on standby and 
ready to assist. 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

New York State Park Police and park personnel are on alert and closely 
monitoring conditions. Staff is on fire watch at Wildwood, Brookhaven, Hither 
Hills and Napeague State Parks. Regional emergency management staff are 

assisting at the command post. 
About Wildfires 

• Wildfires, often called forest fires, damage thousands of acres of natural 

resources almost every year in New York. 
• Wildfires commonly occur in the spring during dry and windy conditions. 
• Although wildfires naturally occur from lightning, human activities are the cause 

of most wildfires. 
• In an average year, New York State sees approximately 1,400 acres total burned 

in wildfires. 

Burn Ban and How Communities Can Help Protect Themselves from 
Damage 

• Violators of the State's open burning regulation are subject to criminal and civil 

enforcement actions, with a minimum fine of $500 for a first offense. 
• Residents are encouraged to abide by the current burn ban issued by Governor 

Hochul to prevent additional wildfires from occurring. 

• To reduce fire danger, residents are encouraged to remove leaves and debris 
from areas close to their homes. 

https://dec.ny.gov/media/8921
https://dec.ny.gov/media/8921


• Since 2009, DEC enforces the annual brush burning ban from March 16 through 
May 14 to prevent wildfires and protect communities during heightened 

conditions for wildfires. 
More information about wildfires is available on DEC’s webpage: Wildfires - 
NYSDEC” 

 

 
Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency 
 

Suffolk County Office of Emergency Management  
102 East Ave 
Yaphank, NY 11980 

(631) 852-4900 
Office of Emergency Management 
Suffolk County Executive Ed Romaine | Hauppauge NY | Facebook 

Suffolk County Emergency Management X Account  
 

American Red Cross  
 
American Red Cross of Long Island 
195 Willis Avenue 

Mineola, NY 11501 
(516) 747-3500 
Long Island | Greater New York | American Red Cross 

American Red Cross | Facebook 
American Red Cross (@RedCross) / X 
 

Please see the following link for the most updated information on available 
shelters: Disaster Shelters | Find Shelters | American Red Cross 
 

Open Shelters: Please note that there are no current shelters open. 
 
Department of Transportation  
  
New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) 

50 Wolf Rd 
Albany, NY 12205 
(518) 457-6195 

NYSDOT Home 
New York State Department of Transportation | Albany NY | Facebook 
NYSDOT (@NYSDOT) / X 
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United Way/211 Information and Referrals Lines 
 
These information and referral lines may know of additional resources currently 
providing assistance, such as food pantries, clothing closets, emergency shelters, and 

agencies offering financial assistance.  Please dial 2-1-1 and provide your zip code and 
demographic information in order to receive referrals. Information can also be obtained 
at Call 211 for Essential Community Services | United Way 211. 

 
2-1-1 Long Island 

Call 211 or (888) 774-7633 

211 Long Island – An Information and Referral resource for all Long Islanders 

 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
 
(800) 621-3362 
FEMA.gov 

Please visit the website and click on “Disaster Declarations”. If a disaster is declared, 
please call to apply for assistance by phone, or visit: Individual Assistance | FEMA.gov 
to apply online. 
 

DisasterAssistance.gov 
 
Home | disasterassistance.gov 
Offers information about local resources for disasters, including: FEMA Disaster 
Recovery Centers (DRCs), Red Cross, food, shelter, state emergency management 

agencies, and hospital locators. 
To determine if individual disaster assistance is available through FEMA, please visit 
the website and enter the address. 

To locate your local state emergency management agency for disaster information and 
updates, please visit: Search Your Location | FEMA.gov 
 

American Red Cross National 
 
(800) 733-2767 
American Red Cross | Help Those Affected by Disasters 
 

  

https://www.211.org/
https://www.211li.org/
https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/assistance/individual
https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/locations
https://www.redcross.org/


 
 
 
National Weather Service 
 

Weather alerts by state are available at: Active Alerts (weather.gov). 
 

The Weather Channel 
 

Local forecasts and severe weather. Please call or visit the website to locate your local 
chapter and open shelters.  
National and Local Weather Radar, Daily Forecast, Hurricane and information from The 

Weather Channel and weather.com. 
 

Safe Travel USA 
 

SafeTravelUSA 
 

National Traffic And Road Closure Information 
 
National Traffic and Road Closure Information | Federal Highway Administration 

(dot.gov) 
 
 

Free Help Line 
 
Optum, a leading health and behavioral health services company, is offering a free 
emotional-support help line. 
 

The toll-free number, 866-447-3573, will be open Monday-Friday, 8am-8pm CST. The 
service is free of charge and open to anyone. Specially trained Optum mental health 
specialists help people manage their stress and anxiety so they can continue to address 

their everyday needs. Callers may also receive referrals to community resources to help 
them with specific concerns, including financial and legal matters. 
 

Along with the toll-free help line, emotional-support resources and information are 
available online at https://www.liveandworkwell.com.  
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