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Recent press release related to Massachusetts Flash Flooding: 
 

“Massachusetts Farm Resiliency Fund Distributes First Round of Funds for 
Flood-Impacted Massachusetts Farmers 
United Way collects more than $3 million in donations to support local 
farmers 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
9/07/2023 
Governor Maura Healey and Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
 
BOSTON — The Healey-Driscoll Administration and the United Way of Central 
Massachusetts (UWCM) today celebrated the distribution of the first round of 
checks through the Massachusetts Farm Resiliency Fund to flood impacted 
farmers in Massachusetts. Launched in July, the fund is a partnership between 
philanthropic organizations and private foundations intended to support farms in 
Central and Western Mass impacted by recent flooding and strengthen farm 
resiliency in the long term. The fund has so far received more than $3 million in 
donations from over 657 different people and businesses since it was announced 
and will finance two rounds of checks for eligible farmers.   

 
Distribution of funds will be a two-phased rapid release process to ensure 
farmers can begin recovery as quickly as possible. Phase one, which began last 
week, awarded funds to 214 applicants that met a minimum threshold of loss, 
and each recipient received equal amount of funds. Phase two will be based on 
overall needs of each farm and will be decided later in the fall.  

 
“’The Lieutenant Governor and I have spent the last month traveling around the 
state and hearing directly from farmers about the devastation these rains have 
had on their livelihoods,’” said Governor Healey. “’This fund will provide 
tremendous relief – both emotional and financial – to those farmers as they try to 
revitalize their crops and get their operations back on track. We are grateful to all 
the donors who have contributed to the fund and are proud of Team 
Massachusetts for coming together to help one another quickly and 
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compassionately. We encourage any farmer who has experienced loss due to 
recent severe weather to apply for relief.’”  

 
‘"We’re incredibly grateful that the Mass Farm Resiliency Fund has seen so many 
donations in such a short amount of time and is now in a place where we can 
start delivering relief to farmers who have been struggling in the aftermath of the 
floods,’” said Lieutenant Governor Driscoll. “’The entire state relies on the work 
of these dedicated farmers and this fund will serve as a lifeline for them to 
bounce back. We’re inspired by the resiliency and strength they’ve shown over 
the last couple of months and are proud to support them in any way we can.”’ 

 
‘“The devastating floods that impacted our farms this year were heartbreaking—
but I’m so proud and grateful to see people from across the Commonwealth 
coming together to help our farmers recover in the wake of this climate-change 
fueled disaster,’” said Congressman James P. McGovern. “’Thanks to the 
leadership of Governor Healey and Lieutenant Governor Driscoll, the 
Massachusetts Farm Resiliency Fund will provide the help farmers need to 
recoup their losses, get back on their feet, and continue to serve as the 
backbone of our local food system.”’ 

 
As of August, the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
estimates at least 148 farms have been impacted by flooding, with over 2,700 
acres in crop losses at a minimum value of $15 million and continuing to increase 
as they receive more reports.  

 
“’As heartbreaking as it was to see our farmers experience such devastating 
losses, it’s also been incredibly wonderful to see so many individuals and 
organizations come together to ensure that our farming community receives the 
help that it needs to recover and rebuild from this recent disaster,’” said 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources Commissioner 
Ashley Randle. “’Thank you to the United Way of Central Massachusetts for 
stepping up to assist our hardworking Massachusetts farmers and to Governor 
Healey and Lt. Governor Driscoll for their continued support of our agricultural 
sector.’”  

 
“’Our goal with the Fund is to support farmers and communities by raising and 
distributing funds with urgency, as they are facing challenges right now,’” said 
Tim Garvin, President and CEO of United Way of Central Massachusetts. 
“’We are so grateful to the many donors from all over the Commonwealth who 
have stepped up and joined us to address the losses for farms, food pantries and 
the rural communities who rely on a vibrant agricultural economy."  

 
"’Local farms are on the front lines of climate change impacts, and they are 
working hard to adapt so they can continue to feed our communities,’” said 
Executive Director at CISA (Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture) 
Philip Korman. “’They – along with all of us who rely on them – need a robust 



emergency response system that can react quickly when crisis hits. The new 
Massachusetts Farm Resiliency Fund is a vital piece of that puzzle, providing 
quick-turnaround grants that can help our local farmers manage the losses to 
their crops, infrastructure, and land. We're proud to be part of the statewide team 
that created it, and beyond grateful to the donors that have made it a reality.’"  

 
“’As the community foundation serving western Massachusetts, we are dedicated 
to ensuring that the Massachusetts Farm Resiliency Fund provides immediate 
relief in a way that works for farmers of our region,’” said CFWM President and 
CEO Megan Burke. “’We are deeply grateful to generous donors from 
throughout Massachusetts and beyond who are helping to make this possible.”  

 
‘“We are deeply saddened by the impact of recent flooding on the local farming 
community and recognize the scale of this event extends well beyond us here 
today,’" said Liberty Mutual Foundation President Melissa MacDonnell. 
“’Liberty Mutual, at its core, has always been about being there for people when 
they need us most. Through this Fund, we are proud to support the community in 
its recovery, restoration and to prepare for the increased risks of tomorrow.’"   

 
“’We recognize the significant impact this summer’s flooding had on the 
livelihoods of local farmers and the domino effect it has had on the local 
economy as well as organizations supporting food security in the region,’” said 
Dennis Duquette, head of Community Responsibility at MassMutual and 
president of the MassMutual Foundation. “’We applaud the relief efforts of the 
United Way of Central Massachusetts working in concert with the Community 
Foundation of Western Massachusetts and are grateful to Governor Healey and 
Lt. Governor Driscoll for their leadership and rapid response to organize this 
critical, cross-collaborative initiative to which we’re proud to provide support for 
these vital farms across western and central Massachusetts.’”  

 
"’Our roots at Granite run deep throughout Massachusetts, and these important 
connections include not just the thousands of businesses we proudly serve, but 
also the Western Massachusetts community where I was born and raised,"’ said 
Granite CEO and Founder Rob Hale. "’When the needs arose due to the 
historic flooding and harsh impact on Massachusetts farming communities, 
Granite was proud to step up for our communities and provide assistance.’"  

 
More information about the fund can be found here and at 
unitedwaycm.org/farmfund.” 
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No recent press releases or social media posts related to Massachusetts Flash 
Flooding. 
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Recent social media post related to Massachusetts Flash Flooding: 
 

September 11, 2023 at 3:55pm – Special Weather Statement issued September 
11 at 3:54PM EDT by NWS ...A line of thunderstorms with heavy rainfall will 
impact portions of southeastern Worcester, southern Norfolk, western 
Barnstable, Plymouth, Bristol, northern Kent, Providence and northern Bristol 
Counties through 500 PM EDT... At 353 PM EDT, Doppler radar was tracking 
strong thunderstorms along a line extending from near Thompson to 6 miles 
northeast of Plymouth. 

 
American Red Cross of Massachusetts  
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Medford, MA 02155 
(781) 410-3700 
Massachusetts Region | American Red Cross 
American Red Cross of Massachusetts | Medford MA | Facebook 
 
Recent social media posts related to Massachusetts Flash Flooding: 
 

September 12, 2023 at 12pm - The Red Cross is continuing to assist dozens of 
people impacted by flooding in Leominster. Food, overnight shelter, health and 
mental health services and casework are available at Sky View Middle School - 
500 Kennedy Way or call 1-800-564-1234. All are welcome. 
 
September 11, 2023 at 11:59pm - The Red Cross is opening a shelter in 
Leominster in response to localized flooding today. The address is Frances 
Drake Elementary - 95 Viscoloid Ave. in Leominster. More than 50 local residents 
are currently at the shelter. 
 
Open Shelters: 
 

• Sky View Middle School 
500 Kennedy Way 
Leominster, MA 01453 
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Recent social media post related to Massachusetts Flash Flooding: 
 

September 12, 2023 at 12:21pm - MassDOT staff is on site in the City of 
Leominster, MA and #Princeton to assist with emergency roadway and culvert 
repairs, providing pumps and assistance for flooded residential basements, and 
inspecting bridges. 

���The Rt 13 bridge over the North Nashua River is closed. 

���Local roads may be closed. Use caution in the area. 
 

United Way/211 Information and Referrals Lines 
These information and referral lines may know of additional resources currently 
providing assistance, such as food pantries, clothing closets, emergency shelters, and 
agencies offering financial assistance.  Please dial 2-1-1 and provide your zip code and 
demographic information in order to receive referrals. Information can also be obtained 
at https://www.211.org.  
 
Massachusetts 2-1-1 

Call 2-1-1 or (877) 211-6277 

Mass 211 | 

 
For Natural Disasters  
 
NATIONAL RESOURCES: 
 
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) 
500 C Street SW 
Washington, DC 20472 
(800) 621-3362 
http://www.fema.gov 
Please visit the website and click on “Disaster Declarations”. If a disaster is declared, 
please call to apply for assistance by phone, or visit http://www.fema.gov/apply-
assistance to apply online. 
 
DISASTERASSISTANCE.GOV 
https://www.disasterassistance.gov 
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Offers information about local resources for disasters, including: FEMA Disaster 
Recovery Centers (DRCs), Red Cross, food, shelter, state emergency management 
agencies, and hospital locators. 
To determine if individual disaster assistance is available through FEMA, please visit 
the website and enter the address. 
To locate your local state emergency management agency for disaster information and 
updates, please visit http://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies  
 
AMERICAN RED CROSS NATIONAL 
National Headquarters 
2025 East Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 303-4498 or (800) 733-2767 
http://www.redcross.org 
Please call or visit the website to locate your local chapter and open shelters.  
 
AMERICAN RED CROSS SAFE AND WELL LIST  
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php  
Residents affected can notify their friends and family that they are safe by visiting the 
website and selecting “List Myself as Safe and Well.” Individuals can also search for 
loved ones by selecting “Search Registrants.”  
 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
Weather alerts by state are available at http://www.weather.gov/alerts.  
 
THE WEATHER CHANNEL 
Local forecasts and severe weather alerts, available at http://www.weather.com. 
 
NATIONAL TRAFFIC AND ROAD CLOSURE INFORMATION 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/trafficinfo   
 
SAFE TRAVEL USA 
http://www.safetravelusa.com 
 
Free Help Line:  

Optum, a leading health and behavioral health services company, is offering a free 
emotional-support help line. 
 
The toll-free number, 866-447-3573, will be open Monday-Friday, 8am-8pm CST. The 
service is free of charge and open to anyone. Specially trained Optum mental health 
specialists help people manage their stress and anxiety so they can continue to address 
their everyday needs. Callers may also receive referrals to community resources to help 
them with specific concerns, including financial and legal matters. 
 
Along with the toll-free help line, emotional-support resources and information are 
available online at https://www.liveandworkwell.com.  
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