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Recent press release related to Hurricane Ian: 
 
 ”Gov. Kemp Issues State of Emergency Ahead of Hurricane Ian 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2022 
 

Atlanta, GA – Governor Brian P. Kemp today issued a State of Emergency order 
for all counties in Georgia in preparation for Hurricane Ian's impact later in the 
week. As the storm moves through the state beginning on Friday and exiting on 
Sunday, heavy rainfall and damaging winds will be possible throughout Georgia. 
The State of Emergency will go into effect at 7:00am on Thursday, September 
29, and will expire at midnight on Friday, October 28. You can read executive 
order 09.27.22.01 here. 

 
This latest executive action related to Hurricane Ian follows the activation of the 
State Operations Center on Monday morning, ensuring all relevant state, local, 
and federal agencies are closely coordinating on storm preparations and 
response. The Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency 
(GEMA/HS) remains at a Level 2 elevated activation and continues to monitor 
Hurricane Ian's progress. Governor Kemp, GEMA/HS officials, and other leaders 
are working closely with local officials on planned and implemented storm 
response. GEMA/HS also has teams standing by to deploy to affected counties, 
when appropriate. 

 
Current Weather Overview: 

 
Ian is now a Category 3 hurricane moving north at roughly 10 mph with maximum 
sustained winds of 115 mph. Further strengthening is expected, with Ian forecast 
to reach Category 4 status before slowly weakening tonight and during its 
expected landfall tomorrow and Thursday over west-central Florida. Starting 
Friday, Ian will likely impact Southeastern Georgia as a tropical storm or tropical 
depression with heavy rainfall. Though there is still uncertainty about its ultimate 
path on Friday and into the weekend, tropical storm force sustained winds of over 
40 mph will be possible across all of Georgia on Friday and Saturday.  

https://www.gov.georgia.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/GovKemp
https://www.twitter.com/govkemp


Damaging winds will be possible statewide, even well away from the center of 
the storm, and downed trees and powerlines are possible statewide on Friday 
and Saturday. Widespread rainfall of 2 to 4 inches is also possible statewide, 
with 4 to 6 inches or more forecast in Southeast Georgia. Flash flooding, power 
outages, and other dangerous situations are possible, especially in Southeast 
Georgia. 

 
A Tropical Storm Warning has been issued for Camden and Glynn Counties, and 
a Tropical Storm Watch has been issued for the remainder of the Georgia coast. 
Tropical storm conditions will be possible along the entire coastline of Georgia 
tomorrow through Saturday, with moderate to perhaps major coastal flooding, 
dangerous rip currents, and beach erosion all possible. Three to five feet of storm 
surge above ground level will be possible in surge-prone areas along the entire 
Georgia coast, and the heavy rainfall in Southeast Georgia could exacerbate any 
flooding issues that develop. 

 
What Georgians Can Do To Prepare: 

 
Governor Kemp urges all Georgians to remain weather alert and to take the 
necessary precautions to protect themselves and their families. Those directly 
impacted by the storm's path are encouraged to consult GEMA/HS' informational 
website that includes tips on storm preparedness before, during, and after a 
hurricane. 

 
▪ Take appropriate action based on your location. 
▪ Residents who are in vulnerable housing situations, including those in low-lying 
areas or at-risk floodplains, should consider relocating temporarily to higher 
ground. 
▪ All of South and Coastal Georgia should pay close attention to guidance from 
local officials and review family emergency plans with those in their care. 

 
We encourage everyone to start planning now by: 

 
▪ Preparing Ready kits 
▪ Reviewing communications plans for their families 
▪ Paying attention to guidance from local officials and trusted news sources for 
the most up-to-date information. 
▪ Visiting http://www.gema.georgia.gov for more information.” 
 

 
Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency 
935 United Ave. SE 
Atlanta, GA 30316 
(404) 635-7200 
(800) 879-4362 
https://gema.georgia.gov   

http://www.gema.georgia.gov/
https://gema.georgia.gov/


https://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaEMAHS     
https://twitter.com/GeorgiaEMAHS  
 
Recent social media post related to Hurricane Ian: 
 

September 28, 2022 - Hurricane Ian is expected to be at tropical storm strength 
as it turns toward the Georgia coast and tropical storm conditions are expected 
along the coast and across southeastern counties on Friday. 
A Tropical Storm Warning, Hurricane Watch, and Storm Surge Warning have 
been issued for the entire Georgia coast. 3 to 5 feet of storm surge, tropical 
storm force sustained winds with higher gusts, and 6 to 8 inches of rainfall will be 
possible along the coast between late Thursday and early Saturday. 
The eastern half of Georgia could also receive heavy rainfall (2-to-4-inch 
accumulations) and gusty winds (30 to 40 mph) later in the day on Friday through 
Saturday afternoon. 
For preparedness information, visit https://gema.georgia.gov/hurricanes, and 
tune in to your local news stations for more weather updates. 
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Recent social media post related to Hurricane Ian: 
 

September 28, 2022 - UPDATE: The GA Red Cross has opened two shelters 
today (9/28). Find info for open shelters on redcross.org, the FREE Red Cross 
Emergency app, or call 1-800-RED CROSS (800-733-2767). 

 
  Risley Middle School Annex 

2900 Albany St. Brunswick, GA 
 
  Camden County PSA Rec Center 

1050 Wildcat Drive Kingsland, GA 
 

 
Open Shelters: 
 

• PSA Recreational Center 
1050 Wildcat Drive 
Kingsland, GA 31548 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaEMAHS
https://twitter.com/GeorgiaEMAHS
https://gema.georgia.gov/hurricanes
https://www.redcross.org/local/georgia.html
https://www.facebook.com/redcrossgeorgia
https://www.twitter.com/GARedCross
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/find-an-open-shelter.html


• Risley School Annex 
2900 Albany Street 
Brunswick, GA 31520  
 

• Compassion Christian Church 
55 Al Henderson  
Savannah, GA 31419 
 

To view an updated list of shelters, please visit: https://www.redcross.org/get-
help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/find-an-open-shelter.html 
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Recent press release related to Hurricane Ian: 
 

September 29, 2022 – “UPDATE: Talmadge Bridge to remain open; Closures 
for Sidney Lanier, Houlihan Bridges remain in place 
 
SAVANNAH - Due to current weather conditions and the forecasted path of 
Hurricane Ian, the Talmadge Bridge will remain open to traffic this morning. For 
the safety of the traveling public, Georgia DOT will move forward with the closure 
of the Sidney Lanier Bridge on US 17 over the Brunswick River to all vehicular 
traffic at 9:00 am today, and the Houlihan Bridge will remain closed to maritime 
traffic, but will remain open to vehicular traffic.  
 
Georgia DOT will continue to monitor conditions in the Savannah area and will 
provide any updates as needed. 
 
An extensive inspection of the Sidney Lanier Bridge must be performed after 
Hurricane Ian passes therefore the closure will remain in place until further 
notice.  
 
Motorists who must travel should allow themselves extra time to reroute due to 
bridge closure; remain patient; and exercise caution in their travels.” 

 
Recent social media posts related to Hurricane Ian: 
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September 28, 2022 - Beginning today all projects requiring lane closures along 
I-16, I-75, and I-95 south of Atlanta will be halted to help ease potential 
congestion along evacuation routes. 
 
September 28, 2022 - Beginning today welcome centers and rest areas in 
South, Central, and Coastal Georgia will be open to travelers 24/7. #HurricaneIan  
View locations at Link 

 
United Way/211 Information and Referrals Lines 
These information and referral lines may know of additional resources currently 
providing assistance, such as food pantries, clothing closets, emergency shelters, and 
agencies offering financial assistance.  Please dial 2-1-1 and provide your zip code and 
demographic information in order to receive referrals. Information can also be obtained 
at https://www.211.org.  
 
United Way of Coastal Georgia (Camden, Glynn, and McIntosh Counties) 
Dial 2-1-1 or (912) 265-1850 
https://uwcga.org/get-help    
 
United Way of the Coastal Empire (Bryan, Chatham, Effingham, and Liberty 
Counties) 
Dial 2-1-1 or (912) 651-7700 
https://www.uwce.org/211-2   
 
United Way of Northeast Georgia (Banks, Barrow, Clarke, Elbert, Franklin, 
Greene, Hart, Jackson, Madison, Morgan, Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe, Stephens 
and Walton Counties) 
Dial 2-1-1 or (706) 353-1313 
https://www.unitedwaynega.org/impact/211-2   
United Way of Greater Atlanta 
Dial 2-1-1 or (404) 614-1000 
https://www.211online.unitedwayatlanta.org  
 
United Way of Northwest Georgia (Whitfield and Murray Counties) 
Dial 2-1-1 or (706) 226-4357 
https://www.ourunitedway.org/dial-2-1-1-help  
 
United Way of Central Georgia (Jasper, Putnam, Hancock, Washington, Monroe, 
Jones, Baldwin, Crawford, Bibb, Twiggs, Wilkinson, Peach, Houston, and Macon 
Counties) 
Dial 2-1-1 or (478) 745-4732 
https://www.unitedwaycg.org/211  
 
United Way of Southwest Georgia (Baker, Crisp, Dooly, Dougherty, Early, Lee, 
Mitchell, Randolph, Terrell, Wilcox, and Worth Counties) 
Dial 2-1-1 or (229) 888-6126 

https://www.dot.ga.gov/GDOT/Pages/restareaswelcomecenters.aspx
https://www.211.org/
https://uwcga.org/get-help
https://www.uwce.org/211-2
https://www.unitedwaynega.org/impact/211-2
https://www.211online.unitedwayatlanta.org/
https://www.ourunitedway.org/dial-2-1-1-help
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https://www.unitedwayswga.org/support-2-1-1  
 
 
NATIONAL RESOURCES: 
 
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) 
500 C Street SW 
Washington, DC 20472 
(800) 621-3362 
http://www.fema.gov 
Please visit the website and click on “Disaster Declarations”. If a disaster is declared, 
please call to apply for assistance by phone, or visit http://www.fema.gov/apply-
assistance to apply online. 
 
DISASTERASSISTANCE.GOV 
https://www.disasterassistance.gov 
Offers information about local resources for disasters, including: FEMA Disaster 
Recovery Centers (DRCs), Red Cross, food, shelter, state emergency management 
agencies, and hospital locators. 
To determine if individual disaster assistance is available through FEMA, please visit 
the website and enter the address. 
To locate your local state emergency management agency for disaster information and 
updates, please visit http://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies  
 
AMERICAN RED CROSS NATIONAL 
National Headquarters 
2025 East Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 303-4498 or (800) 733-2767 
http://www.redcross.org 
Please call or visit the website to locate your local chapter and open shelters.  
 
AMERICAN RED CROSS SAFE AND WELL LIST  
https://safeandwell.communityos.org/cms/index.php  
Residents affected can notify their friends and family that they are safe by visiting the 
website and selecting “List Myself as Safe and Well.” Individuals can also search for 
loved ones by selecting “Search Registrants.”  
 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
Weather alerts by state are available at http://www.weather.gov/alerts.  
 
THE WEATHER CHANNEL 
Local forecasts and severe weather alerts, available at http://www.weather.com. 
 
NATIONAL TRAFFIC AND ROAD CLOSURE INFORMATION 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/trafficinfo   
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SAFE TRAVEL USA 
http://www.safetravelusa.com 
 
Free Help Line:  

Optum, a leading health and behavioral health services company, is offering a free 
emotional-support help line. 
 
The toll-free number, 866-447-3573, will be open Monday-Friday, 8am-8pm CST. The 
service is free of charge and open to anyone. Specially trained Optum mental health 
specialists help people manage their stress and anxiety so they can continue to address 
their everyday needs. Callers may also receive referrals to community resources to help 
them with specific concerns, including financial and legal matters. 
 
Along with the toll-free help line, emotional-support resources and information are 
available online at https://www.liveandworkwell.com.  
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