Optum

Texas Stinky Fire
05/19/2026

Office of the Governor

Greg Abbott

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

512-463-2000

Office of the Texas Governor | Greg Abbott

Governor Abbott Press Office (@GovAbbottPress) / X
Office of the Governor Greg Abbott | Austin TX | Facebook

Press release May 19, 2026

“Governor Greg Abbott today announced that the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) has approved a request from the State of
Texas for a Fire Management Assistance Grant (FMAG) for the Stinky Fire
in Potter County, which has threatened homes, damaged property,
impacted infrastructure, and prompted local evacuations in the Texas
Panhandle.

"Texas has secured federal resources to further guard against wildfire
threats in the Panhandle," said Governor Abbott. "With this grant approval,
Texas has additional tools to help Texans remain safe from wildfire
danger. | thank the Trump Administration for providing these resources,
and for the brave firefighters on the ground protecting Texans."

As of this morning, the Stinky Fire has burned more than an estimated
2,500 acres and is 20 percent contained. The fire prompted the
evacuation of approximately 540 homes in the surrounding area. State
and local response personnel are actively engaged in suppression,
containment, and public safety operations.

The approval of a Fire Management Assistance Grant makes the State of
Texas eligible for 75 percent reimbursement from the federal government
for eligible costs associated with wildfire suppression. These grants are
available to states and local jurisdictions to support the mitigation,
management, and control of fires that threaten to become major disasters.

At the Governor's direction, state wildfire response resources remain
deployed by the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) to
support local wildfire response efforts across the state. TDEM and the
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Texas Emergency Management Council agencies continue to monitor
increased wildfire conditions across areas of West and Northwest Texas.

Texans can find wildfire resources including safety tips, current fire

information, and damage reporting tools in the TDEM Disaster Portal
online at disaster.texas.gov.
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OpenShelters:https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-
services/find-an-open-shelter.html
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United Way/211 Information and Referrals Lines

These information and referral lines may know of additional resources currently
providing assistance, such as food pantries, clothing closets, emergency shelters, and
agencies offering financial assistance. Please dial 2-1-1 and provide your zip code and
demographic information in order to receive referrals. Information can also be obtained
at Call 211 for Essential Community Services | United Way 211.

Search 2-1-1 Texas Resources and Search Results | 2-1-1 Texas

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

(800) 621-3362

FEMA.gov

Please visit the website and click on “Disaster Declarations”. If a disaster is declared,
please call to apply for assistance by phone, or visit: Individual Assistance | FEMA.gov
to apply online.

DisasterAssistance.gov

Home | disasterassistance.gov

Offers information about local resources for disasters, including: FEMA Disaster
Recovery Centers (DRCs), Red Cross, food, shelter, state emergency management
agencies, and hospital locators.

To determine if individual disaster assistance is available through FEMA, please visit
the website and enter the address.

To locate your local state emergency management agency for disaster information and
updates, please visit: Search Your Location | FEMA.gov

American Red Cross National

(800) 733-2767
American Red Cross | Help Those Affected by Disasters

National Weather Service

Weather alerts by state are available at: Active Alerts (weather.gov).

The Weather Channel

Local forecasts and severe weather.
National and Local Weather Radar, Daily Forecast, Hurricane and information from The
Weather Channel and weather.com.
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Free Help Line

Optum, a leading health and behavioral health services company, is offering a free
emotional-support help line.

The toll-free number, 866-447-3573, will be open Monday-Friday, 8am-8pm CST. The
service is free of charge and open to anyone. Specially trained Optum mental health
specialists help people manage their stress and anxiety so they can continue to address
their everyday needs. Callers may also receive referrals to community resources to help
them with specific concerns, including financial and legal matters.

Along with the toll-free help line, emotional-support resources and information are
available online at https://www.liveandworkwell.com.
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